The use of free microvascular flaps in the leg. Their value in orthopaedic surgery.
After discussing the conventional techniques available for covering skin defects in the leg with associated complex orthopaedic problems the value of the free flap is empahsised. The technique is discussed briefly and six cases are presented. The advantages of this method are outlined and the improvement in healing afforded by the extra blood supply in cases where there is infection and exposure of bone or plate is stressed. Where large complicated skin defects can be predicted, early co-operation between orthopaedic and plastic surgeons is advised.